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Abstract: I outline a process for documenting degradations to a wide variety of resources and prioritizing the process for restoration in Massachusetts.  The process involves developing Target Fish Communities for evaluating small rivers and large streams, mapping habitat to prioritize restoration efforts, and developing IBI’s for small streams.  IBI’s developed nationwide, or even regionally, are not implicitly sensitive to flow degradation. The IBI’s developed for Massachusetts will focus on a metric, or series or metrics that result in a more flow-sensitive IBI.  This metric will use Habitat Use Categories (HUC’s) previously defined as Fluvial Dependant (FD), Fluvial Specialist (FS), or Macrohabitat Generalist (MG) depending on the dependence of each fish species on flowing water during all of its life stages.  The utility of this metric will be tested in combination with other traditional IBI metrics.

